Alliance Bill Tracking (as of 2/22/08)

Bill Numbers in Bold are Still Active

Senate Bills

SB35
Synopsis: Public works projects. Authorizes a political subdivision, a board of aviation commissioners, or a municipal or county hospital to perform a public work project by means of its own workforce, without awarding a contract, if the cost of the project is estimated to be less than $200.000.
Info:  Assigned Committee on Local Government and Elections.
SB37

Synopsis: Rights-of-way for state highways. Establishes notice and hearing procedures applying to the establishment by the Indiana Department of Transportation of rights-of-way for additions to the state highway system.
Info: Assigned Committee on Homeland Security, Transportation and Veteran’s Affairs. 
SB43
Synopsis: Environmental matters. Requires, with respect to environmental rules subject to automatic expiration, the department of environmental management or the appropriate rulemaking board to publish a notice identifying which of the rules will be readopted. Allows use of the states solid waste management fund to provide grants and loans to promote beneficial uses of technologies for the conversion of solid waste into energy or another useful product by incineration, and gives priority to grants and loans for technologies of waste tires. Establishes procedures to prevent a county department of storm water management and a municipal works board from imposing fees in the same area for storm water management. 
Info: Assigned Committee on Energy and Environmental Affairs. 1/16 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted. 1/24 2nd Reading: amended, ordered engrossed; Amendment 1 prevailed; voice vote. 1/28 3rd Reading: passed; Roll Call 57: Yeas 46 Nays 1; 1/28 Referred to House; 1/30 Referred to Committee on Environmental Affairs; 2/21 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted.
SB45
Synopsis: Great Lakes Compact. Implements the Great Lakes_St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resourses Compact.
Info: Assigned Committee on Energy and Environmental Affairs. 1/10 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted. 1/15 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed. 1/17 3rd Reading passed: Roll Call 13: Yeas 47, Nays 0; Referred to House. 1/30 Referred to Committee on Environmental Affairs; 2/7 Committee Report: do pass, adopted; 2/11 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed; 2/12 3rd Reading: passed; Roll Call 173: Yeas 91 Nays 8; 2/12 returned to Senate without amendments; 2/14 Signed by President Pro Tempore; 2/19 Signed by Speaker; 2/19 signed by President of the Senate; 2/20 signed by the Governor
SB46
Synopsis: Environmental restrictive covenants. Provides that marketable record title to real property is subject to all interests of the department of environmental management arising from the recording of a restrictive covenant under environmental laws.
Info: Assigned Committee on Corrections, Criminal and Civil Matters. 1/8 Reassigned Committee Energy & Environmental Affairs. 1/15 Committee Report: do pass, adopted. 1/22 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed. 1/24 3rd Reading: Passed; Roll Call 42: Yeas 48, Nays 0; Referred to House. 1/30 Referred to Committee on Environmental Affairs; 2/14 Committee Report: do pass, adopted; 2/18 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed; 2/19 3rd Reading: Passes; Roll Call 196: Yeas 95 Nays 0; 2/19 Returned to Senate without amendments; 2/21 signed by President Pro Tempore.
SB129
Synopsis: Notice of Meetings. Requires a public agency to give notice of the agency’s meeting to any person who makes an annual request for notice. Requires the public agency to charge a $10.00 fee for providing notice by mail. Requires notice to be given not less than five business days before a meeting that does not deal with an emergency. 

Info: Assigned Committee on Commerce, Public Policy & Interstate Cooperation.

SB134

Synopsis: Consolidation of certain environmental and natural resources proceedings. Allows a party to seek to consolidate multiple proceedings that are subject to the jurisdiction of both the office of environmental adjudication and the natural resources commission’s division of hearings. Requires a panel that includes an environmental law judge to hear consolidated proceedings.

Info: Assigned Committee on Judiciary. 1/16 Committee Report: do pass, adopted. 1/22 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed. 1/29 3rd Reading: passed; Roll Call 64: Yeas 48 Nays 0; 1/29 Referred to House; 1/30 Referred to Committee on Government & Regulatory Reform; 2/21 Committee Report: do pass, adopted
SB160
Synopsis: Environmental legal actions. Specifies the statute of limitations for an environmental action.

Info: Assigned Committee on Energy & Environmental Affairs.

SB199

Synopsis: Environmental crimes. Repeals environmental crimes statutes, and substitutes a statute that: (1) provides that knowing, intentional, or criminal reckless violation of certain environmental statutes is an environmental crime; (2) provides that knowing, intentional, or reckless violations of certain permits is an environmental crime and that knowing, intentional, reckless or negligent violation of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is an environmental crime; (3) eliminates as an element of those crimes the causing of certain types of risk or harm, but requires consideration of that factor in sentencing; and (4) eliminates the defense that the person did not know and could not reasonably have been expected to know that the person’s actions were capable of causing those types of risk or harm, but requires consideration of that fact in sentencing.

Info: Assigned Committee on Energy & Environmental Affairs. 1/16 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted. 1/24 Amendment 1 prevailed; Voice Vote; 2nd Reading: amended, ordered engrossed. 

SB200

Synopsis: Department of environmental management matters. Provides that a person must be qualified as a mediator under Indiana Supreme Court Rules to serve as a mediator in an administrative proceeding unless the parties and the administrative law judge agree to a mediator who is not qualified as such. Eliminates the requirement for the department of environmental management (IDEM) to include a laboratory division. Eliminates the requirement for certain water and wastewater operators to display certificates. Provides that a wastewater management vehicle must have an identification number issued by IDEM instead of a license. Provides that IDEM may issue a wastewater management permit that incorporates issuances of a wastewater management vehicle identification number and approval of a land application site. Eliminates the requirement for an applicant for certain waste permits to include the applicant’s Social Security number in the application disclosure statement. Allows IDEM to require additional information in the application. With respect to the mercury switch removal program: (1) states the purpose of the program; (2) requires IDEM to pay recyclers for removed anti-lock braking system G-force sensors and other components containing mercury; and (3) provides that the mercury switch removal requirement does not apply if the removal would require dismantling of the vehicle. Transfers administration of the lead-based paint activities program from IDEM to the state department of health. Allows IDEM to use money in the underground petroleum storage tank excess liability trust fund for the inspection of underground storage tanks. Establishes standards for electronic submission of information to IDEM.

Info: Assigned Committee on Energy & Environmental Affairs. 1/16 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted. 1/24 Amendment 1 prevailed; voice vote; 2nd Reading: amended, ordered engrossed. 1/29 3rd Reading: passed; Roll Call 74: Yeas 47 nays 2; 1/29 Referred to House; 1/30 Referred Committee on Environmental Affairs; 2/21 Committee Report: do pass, adopted.
SB213
Synopsis: Regional Sewer Districts. Provides that a regional sewer district that serves not more than 125 customers may: (1) recover a penalty of 10% from a user or an owner of property served by the district’s sewage works if rates or charges assessed by the district are not paid within 30 days after they become due; and (2) require that a water utility providing water service to a delinquent user discontinue service until payment of all overdue rates or charges, along with any penalties, are received by the district.

Info: Assigned Committee on Utilities & Regulatory Affairs. 1/24 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted. 1/28 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed; 1/29 3rd Reading: Passed; Roll Call 137: Yeas 46 Nays 2; 1/29 Referred to House; 2/4 Referred Committee on Environmental Affairs; 2/14 Committee Report: do pass, adopted
House Bills

HB1031
Synopsis: Public works projects. Provides that the plans, specifications, and contract documents for a public works project may not require bidders, contractors, or subcontractors to enter into or comply with certain agreements with labor organizations. Provides a cause of action to challenge the award of a contract that violates these provisions.
Info: Assigned Committee on Labor and Employment.
HB1044
Synopsis: Livestock waste anaerobic digestion systems. Requires the utility forecasting group to consider the statewide evaluation of livestock waste anaerobic digestion systems conducted by the department of agriculture (department) in formulating suggestions to the regulatory flexibility committee concerning the development and use of renewable energy resources in Indiana. Requires the department to explore the use of livestock waste anaerobic digestion systems to generate renewable energy as an economic development tool. Requires the department to conduct a statewide evaluation of livestock waste anaerobic digestion systems using the protocol developed by the United States Environmental Protection Agency AgSTAR Program.
Info: Assigned Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development.
HB1060

Synopsis: Great Lakes compact. Implements the Great Lakes – St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact.

Info: Assigned Committee on Environmental Affairs. 1/17 Committee Report: amend, do pass, adopted. 1/22 2nd Reading: ordered engrossed. 1/24 3rd Reading: passed; Roll Call 35: Yeas 83, Nays 8; Referred to Senate.

1/29 Referred Committee on Energy & Environmental Affairs; 2/11 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted; 2/14 2nd Reading: amended, ordered engrossed; 2/14 Amendment 1, prevailed; Voice Vote
HB1101

Synopsis: Utility receipts tax. Exempts water service provided by a town with a population of not more than 5,000 from the utility receipts tax.

Info: Assigned Committee on Ways & Means. 1/24 Committee Report: amend do pass, adopted.

HB1180
Synopsis: Reconnection charges. Provides that the amount charged by a utility, other than a telecommunication provider, to reconnect service may not exceed actual reconnection costs. Permits a utility to require a deposit before reconnecting service. Requires a utility to reconnect service within one calendar day after being requested to reconnect service.

Info: Assigned: Committee on Commerce, Energy & Utilities.

HB1374
Synopsis: Public works projects. Changes the standard of award of a public works contract from lowest and best bidder to lowest responsive and responsible bidder in several statutes governing public works by various governmental entities. Establishes certain criteria to determine when a bidder is “responsible” and “responsive”. Makes certain public works statutes relating to airports applicable to the aeronautics functions of the Indiana department of transportation. Repeals a superseded definition of “public works”.
Info: Assigned Committee on Labor & Employment.
